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Perspectives 
When read together, the works reflect some broader developments, namely: 
•  A changing idea of memory, focusing less on the preservation and representation of the 

past and more on performing memory in the present. 
•  Changing modes of engaging with literature, focusing increasingly on reading as partici-

pation across different media platforms.
•  A development where intermediality in literature becomes more widespread and less 

associated with radical avant-garde or experimental aesthetics. 
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represented by Andreas huyssen intermediality studies, represented by W.J.t. mitchell and 
irina Rajewsky, and materialist literary analysis, represented by n. katherine hayles and bill 
brown Combining these perspectives makes it possible to read the works with an emphasis 
on the connection between their formal, medial and material dimensions and their thematic 
pre-occupation with memory.

text and image
the dissertation is divided into two parts. part i focuses on image-texts by kluge, Sebald and 
Foer. these works are read as reactions to what mitchell calls the pictorial turn in modern 
culture, highlighting what happens to the representation of history in a culture that is domi-
nated by images. A development is traced from kluge’s neo-avantgarde montages, which 
represent and revise political history, to Sebald’s photo-novels, focusing on representing 
individual memory, or the absence of memory and to Foer, who uses intermedial strategies 
to produce intimate close-ups of history.

Books Between media
This development towards a more intimate approach to the past is also reflected in part II, which 
focuses on the book objects and transmedial stories by Carson, hegnhøj, Abrams and dorst, 
and Joyce. these works all resist (and explore) processes of digitalization by experimenting 
with the material or ‘bookish’ aspects of literature. tanderup points to a tension in the works 
between, on the one hand, nostalgically celebrating the book, and the culture associated 
with it, as a thing of the past, and, on the other hand, transforming the book, presenting it as 
a part of the modern media ecology.

Conclusion 
the dissertation presents a development from works that focus on images of history and 
engage in re-presenting or deconstructing these images – towards works that focus on indi-
vidual memory and on the book as an intimate thing of the past.. however, this development 
is complicated since the works all navigate between the logics of images and things, and 
between intimacy and distance in relation to the past. Furthermore, they all encourage pro-
cesses of participatory reading and remembering. thus, they do not merely look back, but 
also reflect changes in how we read and remember in the present.

“Something to hold 
on to…” RepReSenting 
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Ring LiteRAtURe in inteR-
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1978-2014 
Summary of the main points of Phd dissertation “Something to hold on to” Represen-
ting memory and Remembering literature in intermedial literary Works 1978-2014 
by Sara tanderup, department ofCommunication and Culture, Aarhus University.
the dissertation focuses on intermedial strategies of representing and performing 
memory in selected literary works, spanning from neo-avantgarde montages from 
the 1970s to contemporary book objects and transmedial children’s stories. 

A  Comparative Approach
the dissertation analyses works by Alexander kluge, W.g. Sebald, Jonathan Safran Foer, 
Anne Carson, mette hegnhøj, J.J. Abrams and doug dorst, and William Joyce. these works 
emerge out of different traditions  and are usually read separately. Tanderup, however, pre-
sents a comparative approach, focusing on how they all employ intermedial strategies to 
reflect on the status of literature as a mediator of cultural memory.  Thus, the works are read 
as reactions to the modern media development, reflecting how literature and memory are 
affected by various kinds of new media.

memory and media
methodologically, the dissertation combines the perspectives of cultural memory studies, 
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